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word. Methodism and Popery are in different ways the
refuge of those whom the Church stints of the gifts of
grace ; they are the foster-mothers of abandoned children.
The neglect of the daily service, the desecration of
festivals, the Eucharist scantily administered, insubordi-
nation permitted in all ranks of the Church, orders and
offices imperfectly developed, the want of societies for
particular religious objects, and the like deficiencies, lead
the feverish mind, desirous of a vent to its feelings, and
a stricter rule of life, to the smaller religious communi-
ties, to prayer and Bible meetings, and ill-advised in-
stitutions and societies, on the one hand, on the other,
to the solemn and captivating services by which Popery
gains its proselytes. Moreover, the multitude of men
cannot teach or guide themselves; and an injunction
given them to depend on their private judgment, cruel
in itself, is doubly hurtful, as throwing them on such
teachers as speak daringly and promise largely, and not
only aid but supersede individual exertion.

These remarks may serve as a clue, for those who
care to pursue it, to the views which have led to the
publication of the following Tracts. The Church of
Christ was intended to cope with human nature in all its
forms, and surely the gifts vouchsafed it are adequate
for that gracious purpose. There are zealous sons and
servants of her English branch, who see with sorrow
that she is defrauded of her full usefulness by particular
theories and principles of the present age, which interfere
with the execution of one portion of her commission j
and while they consider that the revival of this portion
of truth is especially adapted to break up existing parties
in the Church, and to form instead a bond of union